
ASHLEY AVIET 

ARAIA never forgets. 

Sadly, we lost Ashley Aviet 

on 7th Feb:22. President, 

Sport committee 2011-13.  

“Those that 

touch our 

lives stay in 

our hearts 

forever”. 

An amazing man, helpful, 

generous and friendly.  

Quote: ARAIA yearbook 

2012.“MANGO CUP”.                     

Ashley, brought home the 

bacon, winning the cup.  

Stanley D’Cruz, President 

Mangalorean’s & VP Indian 

Fed: states “Perfect    

weather, spectators,     

running commentary,  

music, Biryani etc; gave 

this year’s  tournament an 

added flavour.  Unquote.  

A  businessperson,       

principle  owner of the 

famous Sydney’s most 

Iconic Restaurant &    

Function centre at        

Circular Quay,  known as 

“CITY EXTRA”:   

 “Rest in Peace”            

ASHLEY.      

Dear Members, 

May I begin by              

remembering Jesus' sacri-

fice and give thanks for 

what he brought to our 

world.   

May God shower you 

with blessings, love & 

peace this Easter.  

The last three years has 

delivered  disasters in all 

forms, natural (fire & 

floods & pandemics), man-

made, & complex       

emergencies & refugee 

crises, delivering an      

unprecedently turbulent 

blow to the world from 

2020.  

The Prime Minister has 

done well to   soften the 

blows. 

As a community we have 

lost many of our leaders 

and we. continue to stress 

that the our future depends 

on the resources that we 

are able to muster in times 

of distress. 

Our best years were in the 

eighteenth century. Every 

news letter contains     

chapters on development 

of the community from 

seventeenth century when 

the community was born. 

Material drawn from  by 

Anglo-Indian authors. 

ARAIA’s priority is 

given to draw in 

younger members and 

building our assets. 

The “Buy a Brick Scheme” 

or donors  to the “TRUST 

FUNDS” was  introduced, 

that statistically our      

records show the sports 

area of younger members 

are the main contributors 

to the fund.  

The older generation    

appears to be disillusioned 

as  donations from the  

elders, the most important   

quarter is missing . 

Deposit your $100 or 

whatever you can afford 

into the ‘Trust Fund” in 

building our own estate. 

Max French           

Chairman 

MESSAGE FROM CHAIRMAN 
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CONSTANCE 

ETTO 

Constance    (nee Cotter) 

31/5/38 to 17/3/2022  

Born when her mother 

was 18 yrs. old, the oldest 

of 13 children, she was the 

strength of a very large 

family in India. Her     

journey through life was to 

extend moral and financial 

support to her family and  

a better life by bringing 

them to Australia.  

This was her legacy. 

Professionally, in demand 

as a   personal Secretary to 

many Senior  Managers of 

international companies. 

“Death is not extin-

guishing the light,                       

It is putting out the lamp 

because the dawn has 

come.”               

Rabindranath Tagore  

“May Cornstance rest 

in peace.”   
SUBSCPTIONS ARE DUE FOR THE YEAR 2022  

 

DEPOSIT AMOUNT INTO ARAIA GENERAL FUND    
ACCOUNT BSB: 062004   ACC: 10037988  AND EMAIL 

brucesoans@gmail.com  OR  PHONE TEXT 0418 247 920 



The “Council” and “Trustees” 
met three times for the year. 

The Trustees premier dance 
“Maharajahs Ball” has been  
postponed  4 times. 

This event will be held on 
Saturday, 6th  August in an 
Orthodox Church Hall, 
Blacktown. 

Raffle Tickets and Tickets 
sold in  advance will be     
honored at this  function. 

Look out for the flyer that 
will include Tickets that will 

include Dinner, the theme 
and finer details. 

The “TRUSTEES” are      
seriously considering       
investments as the cash  
hardly returns 2% in       
interest. 

The first major event is the 
Trustees Dance in August, 
Raffle tickets are on sales. 

Shortly, the tickets will be 
released. This major event is 
to honor our very own who 
has received an OBE for his 
services to hockey. 

“GODFREY PHILLIPS” is 
the person from Asansol. 

We look forward to 
your presence. 

ARAIA COUNCIL has 
opened invitations to     
members interested in the 
community moving forward 
to attend Council meetings.  

Please contact for an invite  

Cora[ Dillon or                
Max French  

 

COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR THE YEAR 2022 

FRANK ANTHONY– FATHER OF THE AI COMMUNITY      

B IRTH OF THE ANGLO INDIAN COMMUNITY 

Madras established factories in 1639, 
grew rapidly into the largest and most 
important settlement of trading cen-
tres.  

As these factories grew, not only ad-
ministrators and writers but soldiers 

came out in increasing numbers. They 
began understandably looking around 
for women to marry. At first the men 
began to cultivate the society of wom-
en of Portuguese and French origin. In 

any case the number of women of these 
extracts were soon exhausted as the Brit-
ish men coming out to these settlements 
steadily increased. 

In April 1678. The Directors of John 
Company thus addressed the President of 
Madras:” The marriage of our soldiers to 
the native women of Fort St, George is a 
matter of such consequence to posterity 
that we shall be content to encourage it at 
some expense, and have been thinking of 
the future to appoint a Pagoda to be paid 
to the mother of any child, that shall 
hereafter be born of any such future mar-
riages, upon the day the child is chris-
tened, if you think the this small encour-
agement will increase the number of such 
marriages”.  

The deliberate policy of avowedly en-
couraging intermarriages was thus initiat-
ed. As a result of this policy the Anglo-
Indian community was officially brought 
into existence. 

 

Frank in his book “Britain’s Be-
trayal of India” says our history is 
the history of Britain’s connec-
tion with India. The community 
developed along quite formal and 
legitimate lines.  

John Company was in Quest of 
trade. British influence was acci-
dental and unplanned. It was the 
story of factories consisting of 
glorified huts being extended 
into buildings as a more perma-
nent character. Ultimately cen-
tres first of military and then of 
civil power.  

Quoting from Sir John Seely, the 
historian, has said,” Conquest is 
not the right word of what hap-
pened. The Indian Empire was 
virtually thrust upon the British”. 

Frank Anthony Quote: 

“The East India Company was 
permitted in 1612 to erect a fac-
tory in Surat. This was the origi-
nal headquarters. In course of 
time factories were erected in 
several places.  

RENEW YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP 

2022 

 

CONTACT 

 BRUCE SOANS 

PH: 0418247920 
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Frank Anthony 
Honored by India on 
Rs.5 Postal stamp. 



These marriages were by no 
means confined to the middle 
and lower classes. The British 
secured their wives in two 
ways, either by treaties with 
Indian Chiefs and Ruling Princ-
es or from among widows and 
camp followers on the battle-
field. This period has been de-
scribed as the ’Brahminising 
Period’, when it was thought 
that these alliances with the 
local people would attract sym-
pathy and support of the Indi-
ans.  

Not only trade but the territo-
ries expanded, the commit-
ments, both trading and mili-

tary grew correspondingly. The 
company inspired for the first-
time visions of empire initiated 
a policy of encouraging Britons 
in the humbler ranks to make 
India their home. These mar-
riages were not only officially 
encouraged but were consid-
ered as entirely respectable. 
The off springs of these unions 
were usually and often lavishly 
provided for. Many of them 
intermarried with some of the 
leading families of British aris-
tocracy who perhaps would, 
today, resent any imputation of 
any dark strain in their pedi-

gree”. Unquote. 

INTER MARRIAGES BY FRANK ANTHONY 

Servants of Johns 
company (HEIC)  
 

1799 Srirangapatna 
Johns Madras 
Regiments ended 
Tippus reign. 
Battle led by 

Col:Arthur        
   Wellesley.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
Irish army officer 
and hero, ended the 
Napoleon wars. 
twice prime minister 
of the UK. he was an 
unpromising boy 
and was removed 
from school at the 
age of fifteen Later 
honoured as the 
Duke of 
Wellington .  
 

MAJOR LACHLAN 
MACQUARIE 
 Artillery, later 
governor of 
Australia.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 
defences quickly 
collapsed under the 
pounding of the 
canons. 

SOME FAMOUE NAMES BY FRANK ANTHONY 

Col: Kennedy      married a 
Rajput   Princess. The 
daughter married General 
Roberts, father of the fa-
mous Field Marshall Rob-
erts, commander in chief in 
India. 

Colonel Kirkpatrick, the 
British resident married an 
Indian           lady, and their        
exceptionally beautiful 
daughter Kitty was por-
trayed as the   original Blu 
mine by Sir Thomas Carlyle 
in his Novel ‘Sartor 
Resartus’. 

Elihu Yale President of 
Madras 1687 - 1692 married 
an Anglo-Indian lady. Having 
amassed an enormous     
fortune left India and was the 
Governor of the British Col-
ony of New York. His     
tombstone inscription runs 
as follows. 

  “Born in America in Europe 
bred,  In Africa travelled, in 
Asia wed. Where long he 
lived and thrived – in Lon-
don dead.  

Much good, some ill, he did, 
so hopes all even, and that 
his soul through mercies’ 
gone to heaven.” 

Thomas Pitt born in 1653 
came to India and lived as a 
free trader at Balasore in 
Orissa. In 1680 he married 
an Anglo-Indian lady Jane 
Innes at Calcutta. His eldest 
son Robert was the father of 
William Pitt, Prime Min-
ister of England and one 
of the country’s greatest 
statesmen.  

These few examples could 
be multiplied many folds. A 
separate book written about 
these unions would be of 
some   historical but perhaps 
romantic interest.         Un-
quote.  

   

Continued Blood lines 
next issue -      Excerpts: 
World famous Historian.             
William Dalrymple. 

 

 

Frank Anthony states that 
the history of marriages  
between distinguished Euro 
and Indian families make 
romantic reading.  

 Quote:                
Job Charnock,      regard-
ed as the founder of the 
city of Calcutta, snatched a 
Hindu widow, a   Rajput  
Princess from the funeral 
pyre and married her.  

Sir Eyre Coote among the 
most    brilliant & spectacu-
lar figures of his time. A fact 
not known and conveniently 
suppressed by Britain was 
that he is an Anglo-Indian. 

Colonel William Gard-
ner,  family in the British 
peerage, married the  grand-
daughter, of the     Moghul 
emperor. Well known Gard-
ner’s horse a famous regi-
ment in Indian history. 

Major Hyder Hearsey 
married  another sister of the   
Nawab. This family pro-
duced General Sir John 
Hearsay of  mutiny fame. 

SERVANTS OF THE 

HEIC  

 

DRAWN FROM  THE 

DEFENCE ACADEMY 

IN ENGLAND ,  THEIR 

WAGES WERE BETTER 

THAN BRITAINS 

MILITARY .  
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FUNCTIONS FOR THE YEAR 2022 

       March 26th             “:Saturday HIGH TEA”         
 = Guest Speaker - Dr. Joan Haliburn  - Ex: Federal 
 President, Australia and New Zealand Association of  
 Psychotherapy to  address young adults and families.  
                                 POSTPONED    —     To be advised   

     APRIL 17th     Easter Sunday Function        Cancelled  

  August 6th     Board of Trustees postponed Premier  Function.  
   Includes Dinner in exclusive Venue. 
 To honor Godfrey Phillips OBE for his services to hockey.           
Pre Sales entry and raffle tickets will be honored for this function
                Details to Follow shortly in flyer to be released. 

 September 9th.                  Cricket over 50’s 

 October 9th               ARAIA Annual AGM  

 October  29th               Cricket  -  Mango Cup 

        November  11th       Church Service. Lest we forget. A tribute to   
   those  we lost over the last 3 yrs. 

 December 11th  Children Xmas Tree     

 December 31st             New Years Eve  Dance 2022  

 

Visit ARAIA Facebook 
ARAIA Australian Residents Anglo-
Indian Association (facebook.com)  

 
For posting of local NSW  material, 

family Birthdays, Weddings, 
Anniversaries, family events and 

functions. 
Contact: Wendy Bailey 

 Phone: 
 email: 

ARAIA 
 

account would possibly  
convince Councils in the 
state to release Land to the 
community, 

Furthermore,  the Federal 
Government would assist in 
the setting up of  a Seniors 
home. 

Let’s do what we can to the 
best of our ability. Allow and 
support others to do the same. 
For if we all directed our   
energies to do so,  we could 
reach our targets early. 

We place on record the     
donations received over this 
difficult period. 

Social  Committee     $400 
French Roy                 $ 100        
Dudley Noel               $100  
French Max                 $400  

The leaders of ARAIA are 
focused on the future of the 
community, 

The Scheme of “Buy a Brick” 
or  donate to the Trust Fund  
is continuously encouraged 
to build our resources. 

This is not really possible 
for only the Councilors or 
Trustees to  propagate the 
scheme. 

It must come from the heart 
of every Anglo-Indian.   
Donate and Ask each other 
have you donated and 
spread the word around. 

Unless we have the       
community involved it 
would take a long time to 
reach our  targets.  

Sufficient funds in our     

Allison Sigmund           $100 
Robert Wright             $100 
Ballard  Arthur            $100 
Dillon Coral                 $50              
Joe Dillon                     $50        
Banerjiee  Neel             $50 
Banerjee                        $50  
Soans Adele                  $50      
Alves John                    $100         
Cardis Jenny                 $100       
Cardis Basil                  $100      
French Noel                 $100     
Holmes  Ron                $100                    
Dr, Joan Haliburn       $100 

Larger donations received, 
even anonymous earlier. 
This is the record over the   
fractious period where all 
fund raising stalled. 

We do sincerely thank these 
latest donors to the “TRUST 
FUND”, 
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